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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8, 9, 17, 19 and 31-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Forkner et al. (U.S. Pat. 4,750,476) for the reasons set forth in numbered 
paragraph 6 of the previous Office Action, paper number 08052005. 

As to the newly added limitations, although the optical fiber (41) extend "a length" of the 
internal chamber, it also extends substantially the entire length of the internal chamber. In 
addition, the optical fiber (41) is directly connected to the ferrule (21) at least at location (49) 
(note Fig.l). Furthermore, considering elements (19) and (23) as the elongated shaft and tube 
(17) as part of the optical fiber, the optical fiber is also directly connected to the ferrule. 

3. Claims 1-5, 8, 9, 17, 19 and 31-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Oneda et al. (U.S. Pat. 4,979,498) for the reasons set forth in numbered paragraph 
7 of the previous Office Action, paper number 08052005. 

As to the newly added limitations, extending "a length" of the internal chamber does not 
necessarily require that the optical fiber extends the "entire length", and thus the optical fiber of 
Oneda et al. (which is described as extending to point labeled "3" in Fig.l) would extend at least 
"a length" in the proximal portion of internal chamber when the proximal portion (4) of the 
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elongated shaft is coupled with fitting (12A) (note Figure 1). As shown in Figure 1, the ferrule 
accommodates and holds the optical fiber (at location 3) and is thus "directly connected" to the 
structure surrounding this location (which is considered the ferrule). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 6 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Although claims 6 and 7 were previously rejected under 35 USC 103, this rejection has been 
withdrawn in view of reconsideration of the rejection and Applicant's remarks that overcome the 
previous rejection under 35 USC 1 12, first paragraph. Assuming the dimensions are accurate 
(and Applicant has confirmed that they are in the remarks mentioned above), the Examiner takes 
the position that 1) it is not reasonable to believe it possible for the devices disclosed by Oneda et 
al. and Forkner et al. to be functional at the dimensions claimed; and 2) there is no motivation to 
make the components at the claimed dimensions given the nature and intended use of the devices 
disclosed. Oneda et al and Forkner et al. disclose endoscopes that are intended to be inserted by 
hand into a body to produce visual images for viewing. It does not appear reasonable to assume 
that if the outside diameter of the ferrules of these references were at the dimensions claimed, 
that these devices could be handled and inserted into a body (e.g., without breaking) or that they 
could produce images for viewing. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/025,5 1 5 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3739 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed October 11, 2005 and December 12, 2005 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

Although limitations directed to the optical fiber extending substantially the entire length 
of the internal chamber were suggested by the Examiner, claims 1 and 17 only recite "a length" 
of the internal chamber which does not necessarily require it to be the entire length. Therefore, 
this limitation is not sufficient to define over the Oneda et al. reference. Furthermore, as pointed 
out above in the rejections, both the Oneda et al. and Forkner et al. references show a "direct 
connection" between the optical fiber and the ferrule. Thus, the previous rejections are being 
maintained. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hamlin et al. (U.S. Pat. Re 36,434) — note Figures 3 and 4. To help advance prosecution, 
Applicant is requested to review this reference when amending the claims. The Examiner takes 
the position that the disclosed structure meets the limitations of claims 1-5, 8, 9, 17, 19 and 31- 
34. 

Also note Frank et al. (U.S. Pat. 4,900,122) and Speier (6,761,684). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John P. Leubecker whose telephone number is (571) 272-4769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 6:00 AM to 2:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda CM. Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) atji66*2T/-yj97 (toll-free). 
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